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REV. x1v. and part of Verle 1 ;. 


Bleſſed are the dead, which die in the 
Lord. 


"The whole Verſe runs thus: 


And I heard a voice from Heaven, Jaying 
unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth, 
yea, ſaith the Spirit , that they may 
reſt from their labour, and their Works 
do follow them. 


S Death then a Bleſſing? Is that King 
of Terrours an Object of Delire? Is 
the common Averſion of human Na- 
ture a thing fit to be courted and em- 

braced? Can the firſt Curſe of God upon 
Sin and Diſobedience become a juſt Matter 
of Intereſt and Advantage ? Is Bleſlednels 
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(6) 
the Companion of Rottennefs and Cor- 
rxup:ion? And does it dwell ſo mcanly and: 
reti.cdly2 How much miſtaken then are 
the Generality of Mankind, who ſeek for it 
in the noiſy Tumults of a: bufic Court, a- 
moneſt a glittering Colle&tion of Gold and 
Fewels, in the divertive Society of the Witty, 
and the Beautiful; when 1t 1s. only to be 
found within” the filent Chambers of the 
Grave, amongſt a ruinous Heap of Duſt and 
Athes, with mouldring Bones, and putrifying 
Carcaſcs. Thus 1s a Paradox fo ſtrange, and. 
ſo ſurprizing, fo hard to Fleſh and Blood, 
ſo - contrary to the Notions which are gcnc- 
rally catertauined, and fo ſeemingly contra- 
diCtory in 1ts felf; that it needed no Is than 
a Divine Authority to uſher it in, anda Cc- 
leſtial Herald to Proclaimand Recommend it, 


AndT heard a woice from Heaven, ſaying unto 
me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead. 


Bur is there no Diſtinction ' in the Grave 7: 


no fort of Difterence berween the Godly and 
the Wicked > Is Blefſedncls the common 
and indifferent Lot of both In vain then 
do we wiſh or endeavour to-die the Death of 
the Rightcous, and to have our latter end 


like his: Deach will moſt certainly arrive, 


and 


CF 


and if this Suppoſition be truc, Bleſſedneſs 
will as certainly attend it; and the fooliſh 
Epicure may be juſtified in his Saying, Let us 
eat and drink, for to morrow we die. This 1s 
an Opinion too loofe to be admitted, and 
draws aftcr it a Train of Conſequences too 
fatal to be allowed ; and therefore we find a 
neceflary Condition ſpecified and annexcd, 
by which the Dead muſt be qualified for 
Blefſedneſs ; Blefed are the dead which die in 
the Lord. + 

To die in the Lord, 1s to die in his Fear, 
and in his Favour; to die with the Teſtimo- 
ny of a good Conſcience, in relation to ones 
ſelf, and' with a well grounded Confidence 
in reſpe&t of God; to have the happy Entcr- 
tainment, when he caſts his Eyes backwards, 
of a well-ſpent Life; and the comfortable 
Profpe&, when he looks forwards, of a Bleſ- 
ſed Immortality ; to have thoſe Words con- 
tinually ringing in his dying Ears, of Well 
done, good and faithful ſervant, as a due Cha- 
racter of his Life paſt, and enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord, as a happy Draught of that 
which 1s to come; to, fall aſleep, as it were, 
in the Arms of his Redeemer ; and to be 
lalled to his long Repoſe in the —— 
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(8) 
his Savioux ; to lay down hus Late with 4 0: 
rain Arie of taking 1t - up. again, | as 
knowing that it is hid with Chriſt in God; 
to go out of this World with a firm Perſua- 
fon of cntring into a better; to. haye a 
lively Faith watchin a dying Body,, and a 
Hope that flouriſhes under the Decays; of. Nar- 
cure; to have an intire Reſignation to the. 
Divine Will, and to. pur; his Death as well a 
Life into-rche Hands of God. 'Fhis is the full 
and perſe&t meaning of that ſhort, bug Fon: 
prchenftive Expreſhion, Zo die in the L 
and ({ince we find Bleſledneſs annexcd to. i 
Condition, it: ſhould farcibly CIGASE ag 9. 
cndcayour irs Attairunent. , Bleſs 

Ta my. following Diſcourſe Kay upon: 
this Solemn Occafion., 1 ſhall in{xlt 4 por» ; 
Fr ny = tho 

ir, I ſhall. lay. down, t proper Mc 
whych, we qught eg make; yſc of; in order 164 
aktain to the happy Conditon, of hing it the. 
Lad: 

econdly, I hell prove. the ting af. 
ed. m sf rhag Bleed are Weed Pic 
t6..12, 

Fink then, hall bs down the.) proper Me-: | 
4, which Fx, qpght, tg make ,ulc, of, in 
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(9) 
order to attain to the happy Condition; of 
' dying in the Lord. 

1. To die in the Lord, 1s athing fo value- 
able in it ſelf, and atrended with Circum- 
ſtances ſo precious and conſiderable, that we 
cannot ſuppoſe its Purchaſe to be cafic; but 
muſt allow the Price of ſuch a Bleſſing to 
bear ſome Proportion to the Greatneſs of 
its Advantages. We cannot therefore pro- 
muſe our ſclycs with any manner of ſecurity, 
that it ſhall be the Reward of a few ſick 
Prayers, or a Dcath-bed Repentance; they 
who would be certain of dying in the Lord, 
muſt ſtedtaſtly reſolve ro live in him ; and 
that whole Life is happily laid out, by which 
we are aſſured of ſo bleſſed a Concluſion: 
Jome perhaps may flatter themſelves, that a 
happy End is not inconſiſtent with a wicked 
Lite ; that the Mercy of God will work out 
their Salvation, even in their own deſpight; 
that they may enjoy the World here, and 
Heavcn Gy th : that they may live to the 
Fleſh, and yet dic in the Lord: Bur let us. 
not thus deceive our own Souls, God 1s not 
thus mocked; his Mercy is truly infinite, but. 
ſo are alſo his Juſtice and his Truth ; nor wall 


he ſo far be ſwaycd by that, tho his beloved 
B = 7 
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his darling Attribute, as to forfeit or forego 
the other two; there muſt be ſome ſariſ- 
faction made to theſe, before we can enjoy 
the Refreſhings of the former ; otherwiſe, 
this God of Mercy will laugh at our Cala- 
mities, and mock when our Fear comes. 
He, who totally applics himſelf to the Enjoy- 
ments of this Life, and manages his time as 
if there were no other, can never expect any 
Cornfort or Satisfaction, when he 1s entring 
upon a State that he ſo little thought of : he 
Is tied and wedded to the things of this 
World, and 1t 1s a tearing him from all that 
he values or eſteems, to bring him to that 
Paflage which Ilcads into another. To ſuch 
a Man Death comes arraycd with all his 
Pomp of Terrour; if he looks upon that 
World which he is about to take leave of, 
he finds that he 1s parting with his deareſt 
Companion, the delight of all his Senſes, 
and the Comfort of his Soul : if he looks 
upon that World which he is about to go in- 
to, he has made no Acquamtances there, 
ſecured no Intereſts, engaged no Friendſhips, 
to- render his future Abode delightful and 
agreeable: if he 1s ſo ſtupid and inconſide- 
rate, as to haye no proſpect of the _— 
that 
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that attends him, yetat beſt, heſces nothing 
before him but Darkneſs and Confuſion, - a 
Land of Silence where all things are forgot- 
ten. It is therefore abſolutely necclary, that 
we live here, as Probationers for Heaven and 
Happineſs, if we expect hereafter to be par- 
takers of that Blefledneſs, which 1s the Por- 
tion of thoſe dead who die in the Lord.* You 
have heen told already, that to die in the 
Lord, 1s to dic in his Fear, andin his Fayour; 
But how ſhall he die in the Fear of the Lord, 
whoſe Days have been conſumed in the Con- 
tempt of his Commandments? Or how ſhall 
he die in the Favour of the Lord, whoſe 
Lite has been full of rebellious Provocations? 
He may die indeed under the Terrours of 
the Lord, but not in his Fear ; or perhaps 
ffattcr*'d by his own deceitful Heart, bur not 
favourd by the Almighty. Indeed could 
we all 4now our End, and the Number of 
our Days; and were cvyery one of us cert?- , 
fied how long he has to live , it might ſeem 
tolerably ſafe, ro devote ſome part of our 
Life to Sin and Folly, reſerving at the ſame 
time a conſiderable Portion, tor the. After- 
Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion ; we nught 
then for ſome years indulge our ſinful Ap- 

B 2 petites, 


E 14) 
petites, and fet by ſo many more for the 

working out our Salvation: : But: alas !.we 

know not how ſoon Death may * ſeize 

upon us; his Arreſt may be ſudden, . ſurpri- 

zing, and unlooked for ; we ought. theretore 
to live. in the conſtant expectation, and be 

converſant perpetually, in our Preparations 

for it : Watch ye therefore, ſays our Saviour, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour, whereiu 
the.Son of Man cometh : And what will bc- 

come of us, if our Lord, whcn he comes, 

ſhall find us ſleeping ?- Ir will then be in vain 
to ask, whenhe will be no more cntreated; 

in vain to ſeck. him, when he will not be 
found; in vain to knock, when the Gate is 
ſhur againſt us: . thenif wecry never ſo much, 

Lord, Lord, open unto us ; We ſhajl receive no 

other Anſwer but a poſitive Demaal : Verily, 
TI ſay, unto you, I know you.not; Depart from me 
ye workers of: iniquity.” This Latc is the Day 
wherem we muſt. work z- the Night of. Dcath 

1s drawing- On apace, wherein no;Man can 

mork'; and beſides the great Danger of being 

ſurprized . by that, how madly. does he pro- 
ceed, that . qquanders away the, Morning: and 

the Noon. of Life, and ſets. not about his 
Days work unul the Eycning! How com- 
P | fortleſs 


0.40 J 
fortleſs every. night muſt that Man he down 
to his neceſſary Repoſe, that knows not, but 
he may 'wake in. 'another World , and. yet 
finds himſelf ro be unprepared tor it? Can 
any Man be ſecure of dying in the Lord, that 
takes no'care t0/go to Bcd in his Fayour, and 
yct cannot tell but he may die before he xiſes? 
He that would make ſurc of fo blefled a Con- 

dition, ſhould live every Day, as 1t it were 
his laſt; be always diſintangled from the 
Caresi'of this World, as if he were then upon 
taking his leave of itz haye his thoughts fill 
fixed upon a Blefled Etrcrnity,, as if he were 

juſt launching our into it: tor owr Lord may 
come 'in a day when. we look not for. him, 
and | in an hour that we are not aware:of ; and 
therefore, the only ſure Way, not to be ta- 
ken unprovided, 1s to be every hour prepa- 
red, ' as if that were it. It'1s an cafic thing to 
fay, I will repent to morrow, I will confider 
my ways, and fit: my {clt for my.£nd;. bur 
are we ſure that to-morrow. 1s '0ur own ? 

And may not our Caſe be like the rich Man's 

in the Goſpel, whoſe Soul. was required of 

him that very night ?. The Diſappointment 
in this Caſe is ſo very dreadtul, \| bemg- not on- 


ly the loſs of a few hours which we propoſed 
to 
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to our ſclyes here, bur of a joyful Ecernigy 
3nthe/World which is to come ; that it wi 
highly concern evcry zeafonable Man, timely 
to provide againſt ſo diſmal a Misfortune : 
and this can be done no better a way, than 
by- a ftedfaſt Faith, and an uniform Obe- 
dence. 

1. Then, a ſtedfaſt Faith is an excellent 
Preparative, to qualifie us art all times, for 
dying in the Lord. 

Faith, ſays the Apoſtle, is .the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
ſeen : by this we depend upon the Promiſes 
of God, and ſettle to our ſelves a firm afſu- 
rance of them; this diſcloſes to us the Se- 
crets of the inviſible World, and makes us fa- 
muliar with that Land of Spirits ; it ſets Hea- 
ven and Happineſs before our Eyes ; it lifts 
up the Heads of thoſe eternal Gates, and ſets 
wide open the everlaſting Doors ; 1t gives us 
a Relth and Antepaſt of that Glory which 
ſhall one day be revealed, and makes us tafte 
and ſee how good the Lord is: By this, Ste- 
phen ſaw-the Gloxy of God, and Jeſus ſtand- 
ing on the Right Hand of the Almighty; by 
this, St. Paul was rap'd into the third Hea- 
yen, and heard and ſaw ſuch things as were 
me unſpeakable ; 
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unſpeakable; through: this he deſired to: be 
diſſolved; and to be with-Chrift;.- this-rade 
all the Sufferings of |] _ and Confeſfors, 
caſic to them and delightful; thisfupports the 
Faithful in the Agonies of Death, and- makes: 
up in a very great meaſure, the Blefſednefs of 
thoſe dead which die in the Lord. Bit - 

2. An uniform Obedience is: an'excellent 
Preparative, to qualific us at all times for'dy- 
ing in the Lord. LEE: f 

This ſecures to us thoſe precious Adyan- | 
tages, which Faith but reyeals; and cntitles- 
us to the Treaſures, which that-only difclo- 
ſes: this fits: us for theEnjoyment of a Bleſſed 
Immortality, and apphes to us the Promiſes 
of eternal Felicity : that indeed ſhews us what 
Heaven 1s, but this aſſures us, thae its ours; 
that gives us a View of everlaſting Happi- 
neſs, this puts us actually in pofteſſion of 1t. 
For Chriſtianity, my Brethren, is not a bare 
Speculation; 1t 1s defined to be a Practical 
Science ; and the main intent of it is to regu- 
late our Actions. Ir 1s true indeed, m'order 
to that it muſt inform our Underſtandings; 
but if 1t operates upon us no farther, it only 
enhances the Heinouſneſs of our Tranſgreſ- 
ſions, by making cverv offence become a ſin 

| againſt 
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againſt Knowledge. ;'; And, therefore we find 
the, Holy:!Apoſtle; when he comparcs toge- 
ther the-three, great-Chriſtian Graces, giving 
the' Preference to.that 'which 1s Practical, to 
the prejudice ofthe others which arc chiefly 
Comemplative. /Now-remain ( fays he ) Faith, 
Hope, Charity, \theſe three : \but the greateſt of 
theſe iis-Charity. | He-then, who 1salways CONn- 
verſant ; in; he Duties of his Profeſſion, al- 
ways employed in the Exerciſes of Deyotion, 
ae keeps 11a Conſcience. void. of offence towards 
God, and towards man: he'is the Man who, 
let-Death come when 1t will, 1s never found 
.dejected .or unprovided: Bleſſed is that wiſe 
and faithful ſervant, whom his Lord, when he 
cometh, ſhall find ſo doing : he takes the ſureſt 
and moſt infallible way, to ſecure to himſelf, 
whenever he ſhall die, the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 
dead which die in the Lord. 

2. And this leads me to the Conſideration 
of my ſecond General ; namely, to prove the 
thing affirmed in my Text, that Bleſſed are 
the dead which die in the Lord. 

Death is to be conſidered under a double 
Notion ; either as it 1s a Paſſage out of th's 
World, or as 1t 1s an Entrance into another ; 
and under cach of them, it appears to the 


Unwary 
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unwary Examiner, a matter of Terrotr and 
of Trouble. To leave all the engaging En- 
tertainments, all the agrecable Socictics and 
Diverſions, to which we have been accuſto- 
med and famihar from our Cradles; and, 
to paſs into a place that we never yct fre- . 
quented, to go into a Land that we never 
betorc travelled, and to enter upon a con- 
dition that wc never yct experienced # theſe 
Reflections, I ſay, to ſuchas only dwell upon 
ſuperficial Appearances, and never pry into 
the Bottom of Afﬀeaurs, arc ſtrangcly trighttul 
and diſcouraging : but 1f we will give our 
ſclvcs the uſctul Labour of confiderin 
ters more ſtrictly and dcliberately, we 
fand, that let ustake it which way we will 
ſuch as die in the Lord, death is a Bleſſing. 

Firſt, Then, let us conſider Death as a Pal- 
ſage out of this World, and in relation to 
that Notion of Death we ſhall find, That 
bleſſed are the dead which die in the 1.ord. 

A conſiderable Inſtance. of their Bleſlcd- 
neſs, or that wherein (as to this partucular ) 
it cſ{pecially conſiſts, 1s aſſigned by the Holy ' 
Ghoſt, in the Words immediately conſequent -. 
to my Textz And I heard a woice from Hea- | 


wen, ſaying unto me, " Bleſſed are the _ 
which. 
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which" die in the Lord, from henceforth: Tea; 
ſaith "the Spirit,, that they may reft-'ftrom their 
Fabgurs. For the Lite of a' good: Chriſtian 1is- 
a Life of Labour; he 1s born to it, as the 
Sparks fly upwards; he 1s every where befer 
with Difficulties; and with many Enenues: 
muſt he encoutiter ; the: World Hates tim, 
becauſe he is not of it; God often trics hin- 
with Temptations and Afﬀichons, and his 
Conſcience 1s always keeping him to his Task 
of working out his ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling ; he is obliged to be conſtantly upon 
the Watch; to bear the Shocks of Satan, 
and the Contradictions of Sinners ; ſo that if 
in this life only he had hopes, he were of all men: 
the moſt miferable. But how joytfully, does he 
welcome- the, Approaches of his End, 
by which he' ſhall! be freed: from the 
forementioned Troubles ! Death appears 
to him as pleafing and, deſirable, as Health, 
after a dangerous and troubleſome Diſtem- 
per, as Reſt after a toilſome and laborious 
Journey, as Sleep after a tedious and uneaſic 
Watching, as the Port after a ſtormy and 
tempettuous Voyage. He had no fuch inti- 
marc Engagements with. the World, as may 
reader 


(19) : 
render - it unſupportable to part with-it 3 ſhe 
has nothing of Earth to hang heavy upon 
his Soul, to clog its flight, or weigh it down- 
wards to this dull Ccntre of Corruption ; it 
is long fince that the World and he took 
leave of one. another; he has a long time 
been dead to that, having mortified his Mem- 
bers, which were upon the Earth; hc can 
have no Regret for parting with that, of 
which he never cntcrtain'd any toterable 
good Opinion ; all whoſe Advantages he has 
found to be but Yarniy, and all its 'Enter- 
tainments Vexation of Spirit: Nay further, 
he refle&ts upon what :he 15 to [rate with 
Comfort and Satisfaction ; he patts with no- 
thing bur an inveterate Enemy, whorhas all 
his life long been endcayouring to deſtroy 
him ;; has ſtill put ftamblmg Blocks /in-lus 
Way to Heaven and |Happmefs, -and been 
miſleading him from the Pachs of everlafting 
Felicity. Thoſe few good Men which he 
leaves behind , and tro whom his Synl 15 
chiefly linked on this ſide>Heaven, in: $vopes 
t9':{kd6 again with/:incffable' Delighc; and is 
byt.going as: a |: Harbmger: iro 1preparc ch: 
Way: 'No Tics of * Nature:or-of 'Blood cari 
hiaſy hay Jonev they ave alb ſwallowed up.its 
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- the Eove of his Creator, and in the near cx-. 


As. 


;.pectation of the Fruition of him. Thus the 
World and the Fleſh hang loofe about him , 
- his: active Soul 1s juſt upon the Wing; and 
he parts from hence as an induſtrivus Tra- 
. veller from a ſorry Inn, where the if Ac- 
' commodation made his Stay uncaſfic, and. 


the opportunity of leaving 1t, welcom and 
agrecable. yes therefore are the deadwhich 


die in the Lord ; '1f we look upon Death as 


-@ Paſſage out of this World ; for they reſt 
. from their labors. 


But ſince the Word! which is here render'd 
to: reſt, does more properly ſignifie to eaſe 


Or | to\. refreſh 3 - and conſequently this 
Refting docs not mean-a bare and unactive 


Cefation from. Labour, but a. State of per- 
.&& Complacency and Satisfaction ;. I there- 
Fare pracced. to conſider Death. | 


Secondly, As the entrance into anether 
World, and in relation to that Notion of 
Death, we ſhall find, .that Bleſſed are the dead. 
which-die in the Lord. FO | | 

A; conſiderable Inſtance of thieir: Bleſſed- 
neſs, or that wherein (. as.to this particular) 
x-cſpecially, conſiſts, 1s given us by thefime 
Holy. Spirit, xn the laſt Words. of this' Verſe, 
: | _ whercot: 

/ 
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whereof my Text 1s. part: And I heard'e. 
woice- from Heaven, ſaying unto me; Write, 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their lzbours, and” their morks do: fol- 
low them. ! 
According to the Works mhich- we have 
done in the Bedy, ſo ſhall we. be dealt with 
in the World which is to come; then ſhall 
we reecive a ſuitable Retriburion,. according 
to our Actions, wherher good or cyal.. Zhe 
Fudge of all the Earth will then do Right, and' 
| be juſtified in: all his Doings, and his Sayings. 
Indeed. the ordinary - Diſpenſations of. Proyi-- 
dence are here fo unaccountable, that they 
ſcarcely ſuffice to - juſtifie the Ways of God'to 
Man ; common Bleflings arc diſpenſed indit- 
terently, and his Sun ſhines:upon the uſt and: 
the Unjuſt 5. nay, ſometimes, and generally, 
the Ungodly: proſper, and the Men thatwork. 
Rightcouſncſs arc nuſerable and.opprefled. 
But in that World which. is to come, eternal: 
- Happineſs. will be entail'd. upon the Righte- 
-'ous, and cycrlaſting: Tribulation, ſhall be.the 
. Portion of ithe : Wicked. : Then ſhall God's, 
Juſtice appear to a&t regularly, and cither 


ftop the, Mouths of: alk Gainfayers, or open: 
, thenn: 


(22) 
xthenvt0-confels ,, That verily there is a reward 
vor. he righteous: Doubtleſs there is a God 
that judgeth the Earth. Certainly all the 
Blandiſhments and Flatcerics of this World 
- can /hayenothing fo. delightful in;:them, no- 
thing that can fo truly aftcft a rational Soul, 
-a3'the -Proſpect of thoſe Joys which are laid 
up for them which de in the Lord ; and the 
Sound of thoſe Words ringing 1n their dying 
Ears, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you, from the foundation 
of the world. Then ſhall cheir Saviour enu- 
merate their . good Actions, and ſet before 
their Eycs thoſe works which follow them, lay- 
mg them down as the Reaſons of their blcſ- 
ſed Entertainment. For 1 was an hungred, and 
ye gave me meat, 1 was thirſly, and ye gave 
ae drink; I was naked, and ye cloathed me ; 
T was fick and in 5m , and ye viſited me. 
'How pleaſing and agreeable muſt the Sur- 
prize then be, when they find every Inſtance 
of Charity and Compaſſion, which they for- 
merly cxrended to their diſtreſſed Brethren, 
'gecepted -and rewarded as. fully and cffeQu- 
ally; as-:if it had been performed to.Chriſt 
'hwmafelf: Veridy, I fay zo you, in as much. as 
ye' bave done #t to the leaft of theſe my Brethren, 
ale: ye 


(23) 
ye have done' it unto me. Then every" Action 

of Picty and Devotion, every Advancement 

in - Godlineſs and Holineſs, eyery: Chriftiary 
Combat and Struggling with Temptations, 

cyery ſingle Act of Faith and Reſignation, 
ſhall have irs duc Commendation and particu- 
lar Regard. How dclighttul and raviſking 

will the Proſpe&t be, when all their Virrues 
ſhall be thus ranked in order, and attend: 

them jointly ro the Throne of Grace, and 
there preſent themſelves in their Favour and. 
Behalf, as ſo many Offerings of a ſweet ſmell- 

ing favour Then ſhall their Redeemer know 

his own by theſe their Fruits, and confeſs them 
before his Father which is in Heaven ; and they 
ſhall ſee face ro tacc #5e Holieft of Holies; in 
whoſe preſence is f.ullnefs of joy. The Scent is: 
fo glorious, and ſo cranſcendently inviting, 
that it nceds no Foil, no Painter's: Arc of 
Shades and darker Colours, ro give theſe: 
brighter ones more Splendor and Vivacity z: 
and theretorc 1t nceds nor to be ſet off.” by 
comparing 1t with the miferable condition of 
fuch- unhappy. Wretches, whoſe Works are: 
faid ro go betorethem unto Judgment: Senſe 
cannot reach the Beauty of it, nor Tmagi- 
nation figure any Reſemblance to it'; for oe 
hath: 


14. 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en- 
ter'd into the heart of man to conceive the things 
which God has prepared for them that Iowe him. 
Bleſſed therefore are the dead which die in the 
Lerd, if we look upon Death as the Entrance 
into another World, For their Works do follow 
them. 

Into this happy State and Condition, I 
hope, our deccaled Brother 1s alrcady cn- 
ter'd ; with whom my Acquaintance was ſo 
intimate, during my ſhort Familiarity with 
him, that it qualifhed me to know him as 
| well, as thoſe who had converſcd with him 

much longer : and I cannot but do his Me- 
mory that Juſtice, to declare, that during 
the tume of my Acquaintance with him, 1 
found in him a moſt zealous Aﬀection to the 
preſent Government, a great deal of Ho- 
neſty and Integrity, a real Love of Truth 
and Sinccrity, an inviolable Fideliy and 
Strictneſs to 'his Word, an unaltcrable 
Friendſhip whercſoever he profeſſed it , 
(and however the World may be miſtaken 
in him) a much deeper Senſc of Religion, - 
than many others have, who pretend to it 
more openly: His natural and acquired Abi- 
litics made him ſufficiently remarkable ” all. 

be "at 


25 ) 
thatrhe converſed -with, and :cannet be un- 
knownito any here, preſent, : very -few jbe,ng 
£quial ; to:him, 0 all che-becoming Qualitics 
and Accompliſhments, which adorn'and {et 
off a complete Gentleman: His very Enc- 
pmues (if he: have Icft- any -behind-him) -will 
give-hij-this Character, at. leaſt if they knew 
\h1m: ſo. throughly as I did-; -and. therefore. ir 
is but cold Juſticc -in a Friend, who xeceaved 
from-him, :during his Life, all the-Marks of 
a-true- Aﬀection, which hall 'make' his \Me- 
mory . dear to -me;. when he 1s-nothing: elſe 
bur Duſt and Aihcs. His Death:ſeized him 
Juddenly , 'but could:not.unpreparcd, ſince 
(to: my own certain \ knowledge.) ther never 
toak-his Doſe of. Opizm, , but he ſulemnly-xre- 
colrmcnded himfclt. ro. God by:Prayer, as-if 
he were-then'about'to refgn xp his-' Soul: into 
\the (Hands - of -his faithful Creator. .- Theſe 
Conſiderations give me: good Grounds. «to 
hope, that this dead man is bleſſed 5 becauſe 
from thence I have rcaſon:to bcheve, that he 
died in the Lord. I ſhould enlarge. farther 
upon his Character,” but*that he always in 
tis Iife time diſapproved} of that Cuſtom 
upon theſe Occaſions, and moſt eſpecially in 


xclation to himſelf, nor ſhould. I thus far 
| D haye , 


( 26 ) 
have infringed his Will in this particular, but 
that I was willing to-inform the'World, . how 
much fome People have: erred in-their:Opt- 
nion of him. 

Let us then, in the Name God, ſo manage 
our ſclves, during the Courſe of. this -Lite, 
that we may: be qualified for-the Enjoyment 
of a better ;-that:when we ſhall go hence and 
be no more: feen, we may reſt from our labours, 
not. enter-upon-greater Miſerics, -and that our 
works which . ſhall. follow 44s, may recommend, 

and not:impeach us: that ſo we may have a 
juſt Title to-that Bleſſedneſs, whichis the por- 
tion of thoſe dead which die inthe Lord. To 
-which, «God, of his infinite Mercy, -bring us-all 
-throughithe Merits and Mediation of our Bleſ- 

fed Saviour-: 'to whom with the Father, .and the 

Holy *Spirit, tbe aſcribed all Honour, Power, 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, henceforth, and 

For evermore. Amen. 
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Books newly Printed for James Knapton, | 
at the Crown in St. Paul's :Church- 
Yard. 


HE Deſign of the Book of Eeccleſea- 

ftes, or the Unreaſonableneſs of Mens 
Reſtlefs Contcntions for the preſent Enjoy- 
merits. Whercunto s added a Paraphraſc 
with Tome Notes on part of the Book of 
Eccleſiaſtes. In Ofavo. 


Directions to a Holy Life : In ThreeParts.. 
]. The Benefit of being truly Religious 
I]. The Neceflity of Good Works. 1IL The 
Exerciſe of the Love of God. By a Divine 
of the Church of England. In 0a. 


A Guide to Fternity: Extra&ted out of 
the Writings of the Holy Fathers, and An- 
cient Philoſophers. Written hy in 
Latin by John Bona , and now 


ne into 
Engliſh 


Engliſh by Sir. Roger DP Eftrange. The Third 
Edwon. In Twelves... - 


An Earneſt ——_ to the ys of * 
the Lord's Supper. By Ie; Glamil,, latc 
Rector of Bath, and .C 
-w0\his-Mgjeſty.- 
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